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“Good writing should float on a sea of talk.” 



The Writing Journey 



NURSERY 
 

Gross and fine motor 
skills 

 
Talk for Writing 

 
Story prompts 

 
Story telling 

 
Text maps 

 
Mark Making 

 
Phonics 



RECEPTION 
 

Gross and fine motor 
skills 

 
Talk for writing 

 
Story prompts 

 
Story telling 

 
Text maps 

 
Mark Making 

 
Drawing Club 

 
Phonics & Spelling 

 



YEAR 1 
 

Continuous Provision to 
continue EYFS practise 

 
Story telling Area & 

prompts 
 

Text maps 
Story Mountains 

 
Sentence Writing 

 
Phonics and Spelling 

Grammar 
Punctuation 
Handwriting 

 
Fiction 

Non Fiction  
Poetry 

 
 



YEAR 2 
 
 

Story telling Area & 
prompts 

 
Text maps 

Story Mountains 
 

Sequencing sentences 
Composition 

 
Phonics and Spelling 

Grammar 
Punctuation 
Handwriting 

 
Fiction 

Non Fiction  
Poetry 

 
 



 
Reading and Writing are linked – like breathing in and breathing out. 

 Storytelling improves vocabulary 

 Provides content to draw upon 

Helps children internalise language patterns 

 To expose children to higher level texts beyond their reading 
capabilities 

 Improves listening skills and develops articulation 

Storytelling - Why Tell Stories? 



 
An inviting area of the classroom dedicated to story telling 

 

 

 

Storytelling Area & Props 

• Props to retell the class story 
 
• Props to encourage innovation and 

invention (objects, character cards, 
settings, plot ideas). 
 

• Storytelling chair 
 
• Text maps from previously taught stories 

 
• You could set up a tin, a suitcase, basket, 

shelf for story telling at home. 



 
 Defeating the Monster 

 Rags to Riches 

 Journey tale 

 Meeting tale 

 Wishing tale 

 Warning tale 

 Losing tale 

 Finding tale 

 Tale of fear 

 Character flaw 

 

Story Types 



 
 Listen and imitate 

 Explore 

 Innovate 

 Invent 

 

Every stage has a different 
focus and will help develop 
important skills. 

The Four Stages of Storytelling 





 

 Each text starts 
with a dazzling 
start to engage 
the children: 

 

Dazzling Starts 



 

Listen and Imitate 

• Wow first telling 
• Text map 
• Learn a part each day 
• Role play 
• Explore vocab 
• Story mountain 
• Boxing up the text 





 

We will send home a copy of each text once we 
have learnt the first part in school. 

 

We will learn a new part each day. 

 

We hope that the children will be able to talk the 
text at home to help internalise the language 
patterns ready for the second week of writing. 

 

Talking the Text 



 
Recount – diary, newspaper, biography 

 Instructions 

 Information text or non-chronological report 

 Letters 

 Playscript 

 Explanation 

 Persuasion 

Discussion 

Non-Fiction 



 

Explore 
 

 

 

 

Lots of games, explicit grammar teaching, playing with 
language, collecting and generating words to innovate with 

as well as short burst writing. 



 
 

 

We allow children to change certain parts. 

  

We keep to the structure that we have learnt so the children use the 
grammar we have taught and so they can be successful 

 

 Shared & Guided Writing  

Use of Magpie Books 

Differentiated SC grids – colour coding 

 

Innovate 



 

Invent 

Return to the basic story plot 

 

 Time to explore and generate ideas – use 
your story telling area. 

 

 Independent writing with freedom within 
that story time.  

 

 From the end of Y1 they draft, edit and 
write up in neat. 

 



 

Grammar - Colour 
Coding 

To ensure consistency of approach and assist 
visual learners, these are the colour codes used 
in text maps and when annotating texts across 
the school. 





 

Handwriting 

 Letter formation is taught using the RWI pictures. 

 

We then follow a scheme by Nelson. 

 



Spelling 





 

Do you want to find out more? 

45 min session to 
consolidate your 

understanding of word 
classes and learn ways 
to support your child 

at home.  
 

17th February 2022 
21st June 2022 

 
IT IS FREE 

Register on the Dandelion Learning Website 


