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1. Aims
This policy aims to ensure:

· That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range of knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life

· Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind

· A close working partnership between staff and parents and/or carers

· Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice

2. Legislation

This policy is based on requirements set out in the 2021 statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).
This document also complies with our funding agreement and articles of association.
3. Structure of the EYFS

Our nursery is part of our school. It is run by an experienced teacher alongside two teaching assistants with a Level 3 qualification. Additional staff support the children in order to maintain the correct ratio. Children who have an EHCP have a member of staff who supports them. The nursery is able to offer a place to a child during the term after their third birthday. Every child is entitled to 15 hours of free childcare at the nursery. If a family are in receipt of certain benefits parents may be able to claim an additional 15 hours of funding. Sessions cost £3.50. Parents who would like their child to attend further sessions in addition to their funding entitlement are expected to pay for these. 

Our nursery opens in line with the rest of the school. Pupils are welcomed into the nursery from 8:45am. The nursery day finishes at 3:15pm. Nursery pupils are able to access the school’s breakfast club and after school provision.

The school has three reception classrooms and can accommodate 90 pupils in one cohort. The classrooms offer varied, carefully planned provision to the pupils. Pupils are encouraged to explore the provision in all classrooms and outside during their Independent Learning time.
4. Curriculum

Our nursery and reception settings follow the curriculum as outlined in the 2021 EYFS statutory framework.
The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-connected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 

The prime areas are:

· Communication and language

· Physical development

· Personal, social and emotional development 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas:

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the world

· Expressive arts and design
In our nursery setting the focus is primarily on embedding the Prime areas and ensuring that the pupils develop these important skills during their time in nursery. 

In reception, staff use and refer to the Development Matters document (2021) to gain an understanding of progression and expectation in all seven areas of the EY curriculum within the Nursery and Reception cohort. This document is used alongside the new EYFS Framework to help shape the curriculum. Learning opportunities will reflect the needs of the individual children and staff will use a ‘Feeding Forward’ sheet to ensure that observations inform future planning and provision enhancements. The Leuven scale for engagement and well-being is considered by all staff when planning, carrying out activities and interacting with the children. 

Staff conduct a thorough baseline during the first four weeks of school, alongside the statutory NFER baseline, using regular observations and focusing primarily on the Prime Areas of the Framework. 

Medium term plans will consider child interests as well as key skills that children will be learning in all areas of the Framework. Weekly plans are used to ensure consistency between the three classes yet considering the needs of the individuals in each class. Our continuous provision enhancements are planned for to support child interest, next steps for key children and to support learning taking place.

4.1 Teaching and Learning 

· Whole class sessions take place for RWI (in the first term only), Drawing Club, Maths and ‘carpet time’ sessions linked to a topic input.

· Small group sessions support the letter formation linked to RWI session in the first term, maths activities when appropriate and our life skills and Wild Tribe sessions are delivered to small groups. 

· Independent Learning opportunities will take place for at least 45 minutes twice a day in Reception. Staff will support play, model new learning and extend knowledge and understanding during this time. We use a ‘wait, watch, wonder’ approach in Reception and the ‘OWL’ approach (Observe, Wait, Listen) in our nursery to appropriately interact to develop language and thinking skills. 1:1 opportunities for SEN support, interventions and speech and language support will take place throughout the day, when appropriate.

Approaches to developing early language skills, including Phonics.
· In Reception an assessment of the children’s prior phonic knowledge is carried out within the first week. During this time the children will be introduced to the picture cards linked to each letter sound. Five pictures a day are introduced and children are encouraged to recognise these at pace, throughout the day.

· Daily RWI sessions are taught as a whole class, focusing on the rapid recall of all Set 1 sounds. A daily 20-minute speed sound lesson ensures that sounds are learnt quickly. Children have an opportunity to practise letter formation and word blending in small groups during this session.

· Sounds are displayed and referred to throughout the day. Regular ‘pinny time’ ensures that regular practice takes place and Fred Talk games encourage the development of oral blending skills.  RWI assessments take place every half term and children are grouped from this point if necessary. 

· All staff that deliver RWI teaching in Reception class have been trained to deliver RWI.  

· RWI is quality controlled and coached by school’s reading lead (Taryn Montgomery-Smith) and through development days delivered by the Cornwall English Hub and RWI staff. 

· Nursery staff focus on phase 1 phonics activities, planning regular opportunities throughout the week where children can develop their ‘pre-reading’ skills. During the Summer term RWI sounds are introduced, looking at the pictures that accompany each letter sound. The children are encouraged to instantly recognise these pictures and this is continued when the children transition into Reception. 

· Talk for Writing texts are identified on the whole school long term plan and selected to ensure language progression from Nursery and a balance of text types throughout the year. Story maps and school agreed actions are used to learn each text. Talk for Writing time is planned for daily. Time is given to imitate and innovate each text. Story maps and action photos are displayed in reading areas to encourage children to practise them during Independent Learning sessions. 

· This year the nursery staff are using the Wellcomm program as a way of assessing the children’s language skills, using this information as a way of targeting specific needs for individual children and the cohort as a whole. The nursery teacher assesses each child using the program and delivers cohort interventions alongside nursery staff who will take ownership of individual interventions. Wellcomm will be used by Reception staff this year. 

Approaches to develop early language skills and a love of reading for pleasure.
· All Reception teaching staff have taken part in Drawing Club training with Greg Bottrill and introduce Drawing Club after the first three settling weeks are complete. This involves introducing the children to key stories and popular culture cartoon clips which inspire the children to mark make in small groups. The children are introduced to key vocabulary linked to each text and cartoon, along with actions which encourage the children to remember each word or phrase. Teachers model drawing linked to characters and settings within each text, adding maths and phonics concepts accordingly. Children are invited to join Drawing Club in a small group session to draw their own interpretation each day. The vocabulary introduced each day will be used by staff during Independent Learning opportunities. Once established the children will be able to take part in whole class Drawing Club sessions, all working and drawing at the same time and having time to discuss their mark making and creative ideas with an adult as well as their peers. 

· Our long and medium term planning will identify the stories, rhymes and songs that will be introduced to the children. These will be linked to our over-arching seasonal topics wherever possible. This will be communicated to parents and carers via email or Class Dojo. Parents will be invited in during each term to take part in ‘showcase’ afternoons which will demonstrate what the children have been learning – enabling the children to take the lead in this. 

· Read Write Inc role play boxes allow the children to practise what they have learnt and encourage class mates to participate. These have been popular during Independent Learning. 

· Our Learning Journey display board will document the children’s learning throughout a topic. Once complete, this information will be transferred to our Learning Journey floor book and revisited with the children throughout the year. Retrieval opportunities will be planned at points during the topic to allow children to demonstrate what they know and remember. These are recorded on yellow paper in the form of scribed speech bubbles to reflect the children’s responses. 

Approaches to building early mathematical skills.
· Research has been carried out into the 6 main areas that collectively underpin children’s early mathematical learning, and which provide the firm foundations for the Maths that children will encounter:                                      Cardinality and Counting

                                      Comparison

                                      Composition

                                      Pattern

                                      Shape and Space

                                      Measures

· All teaching staff have undertaken training with Karen Wilding based on developing early maths skills through subitising and the development of the children’s noticing skills. This is threaded through daily routines – self registration using tens frames, voting station for stories to be read – using tens frames, calendar – using vocabulary linked to time, visual timetable – what will be happening next, snack time opportunities – linked to setting out enough places and cups and tidy up time – sorting, classifying and matching 2 and 3D shapes. 

· In our nursery children are encouraged to self-register using 5 frames, develop their noticing skills using real life opportunities inside and outside, tidy up time, use of daily calendar to find out what will be happening and when, encouraging children to use mathematical language to talk about what they see.

· In Reception maths talk is encouraged throughout the day and the children’s subitising skills are developed first, throughout the first term. This enables the children to see amounts up to 4 instantly without the need to rely on counting. 

· Stories will be used as a way of encouraging maths talk and introducing maths concepts using manipulatives and real life contexts as a way of making maths memorable.

· Maths learning will be documented on the maths display board in each classroom. Once complete, this will be transferred to the maths floor book. This floor book will be revisited by the children, encouraging them to talk about the maths learning that has taken place.

· Maths will be linked to our topics where possible.

· White Rose, the NCETM documents, learning trajectories and NRich articles are consulted when planning for maths sessions each week. 

· Reception children will have a daily maths session for up to 20 minutes followed by opportunities within the provision to apply their learning. Small group tasks will be planned for when appropriate. 

Approaches to all other Early Years teaching and learning opportunities.
· Continuous Provision is planned for each week using assessment for the 7 areas of learning. 

· Staff observations are added to our Feeding Forward sheet which enables teachers to plan for interests and needs each week during their PPA session. 

· There are always opportunities for children to explore the environments both inside and outside every day.  All areas are safe, calm, inclusive and organised which highly promote self-regulation.  Children are encouraged to explore the provision across all three classrooms, as each one offers a different aspect of the provision to the children, for example, creative aspects, small world and construction and role play. 

· Adults are directed, using a daily plan, to specific learning activities where they will use differentiated question starters and specific vocabulary planned by the teacher.  Independent Continuous Provision activities will be modelled throughout the week so children want to and will explore a variety of their learning opportunities therefore resulting in progress.  

· The teacher and TAs observe, listen, model and play naturally alongside children at these times being careful not to take over. Sustained shared thinking is used in order to learn collaboratively with the children. Staff ‘watch, wait and wonder’ when supporting in the provision. 

· Questioning is key to moving learning forwards.  

· Independence and the development of skills for life is very important to us. The Reception children take part in a Life Skills sessions weekly. These are linked to skills we feel are important for the children to develop during their time in Reception. These skills include putting their coat, shoes and socks on independently, using a knife and fork to cut their school dinner, using scissors, brushing their teeth, looking after their environment, caring for a pet, learning how to self regulate when faced with a challenge. These skills are planned for across each term and revisited throughout the year. 

· Weekly Wild Tribe sessions in our Wild Tribe areas enable the Reception children to explore their immediate school environment and use tools to hone their fine motor and build their self confidence. The sessions encourage exploration, creativity, social interactions and self-regulation. 

PSED

· Reference to the Leuven Scales of wellbeing and engagement will be made when observing, planning and reflecting on activities and provision.
· The Jigsaw scheme is adapted and used weekly to provide sessions that support PSED development within Reception

· Self-care is encouraged and supported throughout the Early Years. Children are encouraged to become independent at dressing and undressing themselves as well as toileting. Resources and equipment support the children to do so – waterproofs accessible and easy to source, hand washing facilities at child height, access to spare clothes when needed. Children who require nappy changes at Nursery are encouraged to use a step to help them independently onto the changing table. In Reception children requiring a nappy change will be taken to the changing equipment and encouraged to help to set up the table alongside a member of staff.

· Oral health – statutory this year. Children will be involved in a range of activities throughout the year that will enhance their understanding of the importance of oral health. Parents will be involved in this in order for messages to be shared with families. Oral health features regularly in our Life Skills lessons also.

· Nursery use the Healthy Under 5s initiative to encourage children to understand and make healthy choices.
Communication & Language

· All about me books created as a transition aid – used throughout the year to encourage communication between children as well as between adults and child.

· Family photos used in the Nursery setting as a transition aid and referred to throughout the year to encourage children to talk about themselves.

· Makaton is used at key times in the Early Years – snack time, story time, during song and rhyme time to encourage children to use this for basic phrases and key words. 

· Core songs and rhymes are planned across the Early Years. Makaton is used alongside these.

· Story time is planned for each day using familiar texts as well as introducing a range of unfamiliar texts and texts from the Reading Spine.

· Talk for Writing is used to encourage storytelling and the acquisition of language.
· Drawing Club – as mentioned previously.
Physical

· Mark Making Matters CPD from ABC Does

· Fine and Gross motor provision – inside and outside opportunities – enhanced weekly

· Dough Disco – Autumn term – to strengthen hand and finger strength and, in turn, enable children to hold their pencil correctly and with confidence. 

· Write Dance – Autumn term – moving and mark making to music, smaller groups for mark making

· Provision inside and outside to promote development of physical skills – large equipment on offer, climbing, swinging, balancing, ball skills, balance bikes, scooters, bikes with pedals, digging, pouring, stepping, jumping, pinching, 

As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for year 1.
5. Assessment

Arrangements for quality assurance of Baseline
· The Statutory NFER baseline is completed within the first 6 weeks alongside our own baseline, focusing on the Prime Areas primarily and using observations by staff to inform us of whether the children are ‘on track’ and working within the Development Matters stage or ‘not on track’ and what support they need as a result. The three classes moderate their findings and welcome moderation with other schools within the MAT to ensure accurate judgements. Progress meetings with members of SLT enable staff to discuss their assessments of each child and what they need in order to move their learning forward. Our baseline findings shape the learning opportunities on offer and identify our key priorities for the cohort. 

· During our weekly PPA sessions teachers plan for baseline activities to ensure that we gain an extensive knowledge of what the children are able to do and what they need support with. Staff take notes from their observations and attach these to a whole class baseline sheet. These notes help the teachers to develop an understanding and form an accurate picture of the individual children.

· At nursery the staff focus on the Prime areas and complete a baseline within the first 4 weeks of the child starting. This timeframe may be extended depending on the number of sessions a child attends each week.

· Our baseline findings are entered onto Insight once they are complete. The children with either be ‘on track’ or ‘not on track’, considering all areas of the new Early Years framework and the Reception statements from Development Matters. 

Ongoing assessment

All staff notice what children can do and what they know during adult led sessions as well as during their own choice activities during Independent Learning. These are noted, added to our ‘feeding forward’ sheets to inform our planning, used to inform and change interventions regularly and discussed during weekly team meetings. The Early Years team use this information to decide whether the children are ‘on track’ or ‘not yet on track’ at termly points in the year, using their secure understanding of what each child should be able to know and do to inform their judgments. This is added to Insight. However, we do not wait for these termly pupil progress opportunities if there are children who are considered to be ‘not yet on track’. These children are identified quickly and support is put in place, when needed, to enable them to succeed.
6. Working with parents

· At Trewirgie Infants’ School Nursery and Reception staff use Class Dojo as a way of communicating with parents and sharing photos and information regarding how their child is getting on. This is in addition to emails and face to face contact. Parents and carers will be informed about the learning that is taking place, stories we are reading or learning, maths concepts we are covering and how parents and carers can help and support at home. 

· Parents will be encouraged to send their own proud moments of their children via their child’s portfolio or Class Dojo message on Class Dojo. This will enable staff to secure the home/school link and involve parents in their child’s learning. These proud moments are shared with the children during carpet times using the interactive whiteboard, enabling the children to talk to others about themselves. 

· Meetings to inform families about how we teach phonics and reading as well as our approach to maths learning will be arranged for the first half of the Autumn term. Parents can also be invited to watch these sessions in person or via a video clip and PowerPoint sent home. 

· A meeting with parents will be scheduled for October, once baselines have been completed, to inform parents and carers about how their child has settled, friendships they have made, strengths we have noticed as well as any difficulties the children may be having and how we are supporting them accordingly. There will be two more opportunities through the year for families to meet with teachers regarding their child’s attainment and development. 

This policy will be reviewed and approved by Taryn Montgomery-Smith every 12 months. 
At every review, the policy will be shared with the governing board.
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