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History for 2022-2023

INTENT

e All staff to have a clear vision of how history is taught at Trewirgie Infants’ & Nursery School progressively across
the year groups.

e For children to develop their historical knowledge through regular meaningful and engaging experiences.

e For children to develop secure chronological knowledge that is relevant to their lives and locality.

e For children to have the opportunity to encounter engaging stories and contextual details about the past and to
read and hear appropriate texts relating to the topic.

e For children to be inquisitive and active learners, developing a love of History.

e For History to be inclusive and accessible to all.

e To have a clear curriculum and progression of skills with a clear assessment system where assessment takes place
at the end of each unit of work.

Curriculum overview

Our History curriculum is planned using the National Curriculum objectives but is developed by us specifically for our
children in our locality. Our curriculum aims to provide engaging and investigative experiences where children are active
participators in their learning. Children will be encouraged to explore and question as they learn and make historical
connections to their own lives and the location in which they live. Children will make sense of prominent similarities and
differences of the lives of people and relevant places throughout history. We strive to equip our children with the historical
knowledge and enquiry skills they require through a range of bespoke units of learning. Our children will explore the key
concept of history itself through relevant learning opportunities focused on their own lives, their families and their locality.
The location of our school is key to our history curriculum and this is reflected in our units of learning, which focus initially
on Redruth before extending out to Cornwall and beyond.

IMPLEMENTATION

To ensure that high quality history is taking place throughout the whole school we implement a curriculum which is
progressive from EYFS through to Year 2. Medium term plans are regularly reviewed by subject leaders and teachers to
ensure that topics remain relevant and engaging to the children.

Approaches to teaching

Our history lessons are planned through termly units of work with a focus on knowledge, understanding and skills. An
enquiry framework is introduced to the children at the beginning of each unit of work. This framework enables the children
to quickly become familiar with the key lines of enquiry within each unit and acts as a referral point throughout the unit.
Vocabulary is a key element of our history lessons and time is planned into each lesson for children to talk, discuss and
question. To support our children’s vocabulary and communication skills, history lessons begin with a retrieval task and an
oracy starter. Throughout our history units children have opportunities to visit areas of historical interest.

Timetable

In the EYFS history is taught as part of the Who Am | transition topic where children have regular opportunities to talk
about themselves and their families, recording this in their All about me books. They learn about significant figures in
history such as St Piran and other key individuals that link to their topics. Children learn about the local mines linked to
their class name and about the miners who worked there. In KS1 history is taught in unit blocks. In Year 1 the units are
Redruth taught in the Spring term and Seaside taught in the Summer term. In Year 2 the units are Industrial Revolution
taught in the Spring term and Ocean Explorers taught in the Summer term.




Approaches to supporting disadvantaged and SEND pupils

History lessons need to be accessible to all and inclusive. Potential barriers to learning need to be considered so planning
can minimise or reduce them so that all pupils can fully take part and learn. For some activities, pupils with SEND will be
able to take part in the same way as their peers. For other activities some differentiation or adjustments will need to be
made to include everyone. Any adaptations for pupils with SEND will be considered carefully, taking into account their
individual need.

IMPACT

Impact has been monitored through pupil conferencing, lesson observations, book looks and through discussions with
teachers. The findings show that high quality teaching has been planned and delivered across the school from EYFS to KS1.
Teachers have followed the progression of skills document and this is clear to see in books. The children have developed a
love for history and are making connections between their learning, their lives and the places around them. All children
have accessed history and have developed their historical knowledge and vocabulary. Children have developed their
chronological knowledge, which is relevant to their lives and the locality of our school.

The children at Trewirgie Infants have had exciting, meaningful and engaging experiences, that have weaved through our
units of work. In the EYFS the children visited local mines including Wheal Uny and had an engaging workshop when
learning about Rowena Cade during Woman’s History Month. In KS1 children have been on trips to Kresen Kernow, the
National Maritime Museum and have been on a trip to Portreath beach. The children have also taken part in a Redruth
tour with Cobweb tours and have had visitors from Cornish Lithium. Feedback from the children and teachers have
highlighted how valuable these trips and experiences have been.

As a school we have extended our curriculum to ensure we are responding to key events such as those that are significant
nationally. In June 2022 we took a whole school approach to celebrating the Queens Platinum Jubilee, creating a visual
timeline of the Queens reign. Across the school children learnt about significant periods within the Queens reign, before
creating portraits of the Queen for our timeline. We also had a Jubilee celebration where parents and carers were invited
to view our timeline and join our singing celebration.

Teachers have expressed that making our history curriculum more relevant to our schools locality has been really positive
and has been key to the success of history at Trewirgie. They have also highlighted how impactful the local visits and
visitors have been. We are continuing to make new connections for future history trips and visitors this year, including a
trip to Heartlands for year 2.




